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Whitchurch Primary School 

Welcome to Year 4



Our Vision and Values
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Parent Meetings

November 2026 - Parent Consultations (Online) 

February 2027 - Parent Consultations (Face to face)

July 2027 - Curriculum Celebration event 



Attendance and 

Punctuality
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Reading

Attendance Target: 96%                                Currently: 95%

Attendance



Punctuality

Teaching at Whitchurch Primary School starts at 8.55am. 

Please make every effort to ensure that your child arrives on time, to minimise 

disruption for the pupil, the rest of the class and the teacher: late arrivals may 

miss the important teaching points at the start of the lesson.

                                                                    

 

Minutes late Days lost in school

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days

Any child who arrives after 8.55am,           

including those using the Foundation  

Phase entrance, will need to be 

signed in electronically at the main 

Reception office.



Attendance



Reading 
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Reading

Children from Year 4 up to Year 6 continue to have reading at the 

centre of all learning. Now that they can decode accurately and 

fluently, they build on from these strong foundation skills. 

Children read independently, as a class and in all of their other 

foundation subjects (such as Geography, History, RE and Science). 

Children have the opportunity for individual quiet reading every day, 

reading as a whole class, and being heard read by an adult in school 

every day, should they require the additional support.



Reading

At this age, it is still important to read to and listen to your child read 

daily. We need all children to foster a love of reading, whether this be 

novels, information texts, graphic novels or magazines. 

Children need to bring their reading records into school each week. 

If they have read at least three times a week they will get a raffle 

ticket which gives them a chance to win a prize. 

Fridays - Books can be changed 

   Reading records will be checked



Whole Class Reading Texts for Year 4



Reading Books

Children are provided with opportunities to read independently 

and for pleasure daily in Year 4.

Therefore, your child will be expected to have a reading book in 

school every day. These can be borrowed from our book 

corner, a book banded book or their own book from home.

These books can be kept in their lockers at school or brought 

home if they wish to continue reading in their free time.



Power of Reading

Children that read 20 

minutes every day or more 

can learn upward of two 

million words annually.

80% of children have 

increases in specific areas 

of the brain when they’re 

read to daily.

Regular reading has 

been shown to lower 

stress levels by as much 

as 68%.

Children that read for five 

minutes every day take in 

282,000 new words 

every year.



Day in the life of Year 4
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Example Timetable



Useful Information about 

Year 4
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Drinks Bottles and Snacks

We are a Healthy School and promote the children having continuous 

access to clean water.

Please ensure your child brings in a labelled drinks bottle. This is in addition 

to any water bottles you wish to provide for lunchtime. The children will 

have continual access to drinking water throughout the day.

Our Healthy Schools Monitors provide a fruit trolley service each playtime, 

if your child would like to use this, we ask for 20p per day.

If they would like to bring their own snack for playtimes, please ensure it is 

healthy (e.g. fruit, vegetables or cereal bars).



P.E.

Your child’s P.E. days is as follows:

Wednesday afternoon 

Please send your child to school with their PE kit (black 

shorts/ leggings/ joggers, white t-shirt and trainers) on 

the PE day. 



Extra Help

Free School Meals; additional funding. If you receive the following, your 

family can apply for Free School Meals funding:

● Income Related Employment Support Allowance

● Income Support

● Income Based Jobseeker's Allowance

● Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit

● Child Tax Credit with an income less than £16,190 or

● Universal Credit if the net household earnings is less than £7400.



Why apply?

The school will get a small amount of funding per child- this 

can be used to support the children with resources in school, 

additional adult help if needed and contributions and 

payment of after school clubs, music lessons, trips and 

residential trips. This will ensure that all our pupils get the best 

possible experiences at Whitchurch. 

To apply visit this link on Cardiff Council’s website: 

https://www.cardiffcouncilforms.co.uk/a

rticle/1684/

https://www.cardiffcouncilforms.co.uk/article/1684/
https://www.cardiffcouncilforms.co.uk/article/1684/


Allergies  
Should your child have any food allergies and receive  a school meal:  

● Parents/carers must consult with their health professional in regard to their child’s specific dietary need.

● Parents/carers or their chosen health professional should contact Education Catering at 

educationcatering@cardiff.gov.uk to outline the specific dietary requirement.

● A member of the Education Catering Operations Team will liaise with the prates/carers/health professional to 

develop where possible a menu and environment that addresses the pupil’s specific dietary needs.

● The agreed menu will then be implemented in school

Please note that when considering the safe provision of a meal to a child with a severe allergy Cardiff Education 

Catering  will follow the recommendation of the health professional. Additionally, they are unable to provide a 

therapeutic diet to pupils of primary school age without the guidance of a health professional. Where a pupil has a 

complex need, Cardiff Education Catering are happy to work with parents/carers, schools and pupils to develop a 

school meal solution.

Education Catering operates and maintains an allergen matrix, which lists all the 14 allergens listed under retained EU 

regulation 1169/2011 Food Information to Consumers that appear or may appear in dishes on their menu. This matrix 

is available upon request.



PTA 

The PTA help organise events and activities for the children which 

raise money for the school. 

Activities include: Colour Run, Discos, Fetes, Easter bonnets, 

Halloween pumpkin competitions.

However, we only have a small team of 5 people and would love 

more help so we can organise a better and bigger range of family 

events. Please let us know if you would be interested in joining the 

PTA. 

Thank you in advance!



Home Communication 
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Homelinks

General school information can be found on the website. 

https://whitchurchprm.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/

Weekly updates will be sent initially through Parentmail but we will moving to Arbor 

in the near future. 

Celebrations and achievements will be visible on Facebook. 

https://whitchurchprm.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/


Homework

Spelling activities

We practise spellings regularly in class. Children complete a range of activities to 

consolidate their understanding of spelling patterns and are given opportunities 

to apply them in their writing. Spelling activities will be set on Google 

Classroom. We will provide the children with a small homework book. 

Maths

Times Tables Rockstars - focusing on multiplication fluency. Children have a 

login for this.

Reading 

Reading books will be sent home, we encourage pupils to change their books on 

Fridays, when they have finished.



Arbor Parent App

We are launching the Parent App for Arbor. This will give 

all parents access to key information such as; 

attendance, your child’s contact details and allergy and 

medical information. Consent for trips and photographs 

will also be able to be accessed.

Please check this is accurate when it is launched and 

amend as necessary if incorrect. Please also speak to 

teachers if there are any medical and allergy changes.

Moving forward all messages and emails are going to be 

through the app once fully launched. 



Curriculum
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Language, Literacy and Communication

Humanities Expressive Arts  Science and Technology

Example Yearly Overview

Health and Wellbeing

Mathematics and Numeracy

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term



Year 4 Autumn Term: 

Changing Cardiff

Literacy, Language & 
Communication:

1. Non-Chronological Report 
2. Persuasive advert
3. Diary
4. Narrative

Welsh: language patterns… Recap… 
Ble mae… Wyt ti eisiau … 

Health & Wellbeing:
PE - invasion games; football, 
netball and benchball.
Jigsaw e.g. belonging, me and 
my world

Science & Technology: 
Teeth and the digestive 
system
DT - Sliders and Levers
IT - eSafety and online 
behaviour

Humanities: 
Maps and locate places and 
describe features. Map drawing.

Changes to Cardiff overtime. The 
history of Cardiff Bay and the 
Windrush generation.

Numeracy:
1. Place value
2. Addition & Subtraction
3. Multiplication & Division
4. Area

Expressive Arts:
Art: Line and shading 
techniques.
Photography

Other Experiences: Trip to the Senedd and Cardiff Bay 
Christmas Concert

Key concepts:
Belonging, community, 
place, change, 
chronology, viewpoints



Wednesday 16th September

We will be walking to Bethesda Church on Wednesday. 

We are in need of parent volunteers to help us walk there 

and back safely. 

Timings are as follows:

4SH - 9.30 - 10.35 (Leaving at 9.05)

4TP - 10.15 - 11.20 (Leaving at 9.50)

4JP - 11.00 - 12 (Leaving at 10.30)

Please let your class teacher know if you can make it. 



Year 4 Spring Term: 

Sustainable Fashion

Literacy, Language & Communication:
1. Narrative 
2. Poetry
3. Biography
4. Non-chronological report

Welsh: language patterns… Gwisgo … 
Mynegi Barn (1st Person)

Health & Wellbeing:
PE - gymnastics and evasion 
games; rugby and hockey.
Jigsaw - Making decisions and 
considering consequences

Science & Technology:

DT - sewing and 
alterations 
IT - Multimedia 
presentations and data 
handling

Expressive Arts:

Materials, patterns and colours
Fashion designers 
Sustainable fashion
Eco friendly fashion show

Numeracy:
1. Length & perimeter
2. Fractions 
3. Decimals 

Humanities: 
Map work 
Fashion around the world.

Other Experiences: Visit from Cardiff Metropolitan University Fashion Design team.

Key concepts:
Fashion design
Craft 
Mixed Media



Year 4 Summer 
Term:  

Earth and Beyond

Literacy, Language & Communication:
1. Narrative
2. Newspaper report
3. Letter

Welsh: language patterns… Beth wyt ti’n 
gallu wneud? ….. Mynegi Barn (1st Person).

Health & Wellbeing:
PE - Athletics and rounders
Jigsaw - Caring for ourselves and 
others, goals and dreams

Expressive Arts:
Painting 
Creating music on 
Scratch

Science and Technology:
Forces - air resistance, water 
resistance, buoyancy, friction, 
magnetism.
Planets and the Solar System
IT - Algorithms and 
programming, Scratch and Lego 
Wedo.

Numeracy:
1. Decimals 
2. Money 
3. Time
4. Shape 
5. Statistics 

Humanities: 
During COW, map work, 
orienteering, shelter building.

Other Experiences: Call of the Wild Trip
Visitors from: Visit from the RNLI

Key concepts:
Energy
Forces





Call of the wild- please click the  

link
 

Call of the wild

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcv7bLuRoRA

